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The Cam Vale Ministry Team 

 
Rector:    Vacant 

Associate Vicar:   The Revd. Prebendary Rose Hoskins (01963 440026) 

       Day off: Saturday 

Readers:    Mrs Yolanda White (01963 440835) 

     Mrs Rosemary Rymer (01963 351057) 

     Mrs Julie Ebsworth (01963 440842) 

      Email: julieebs@gmail.com 

Benefice Administrator:     Mrs Rosemary Rymer (01963 441595) 

      Email: Admincamvale@gmail.com 

     Post:    Cam Vale Benefice Office, G4/5 Woodside Court, 

                         Sparkford, BA22 7LH 

           

Churchwardens 

 

Queen Camel:   Mr Paul Davis (01935 850139) 

     Mrs Morwenna Ford (01935 850300) 

 

West Camel:   Mrs Jenny Clothier (01935 850281) 

      

 

Queen Camel website:  www.queen-camel.co.uk 

Queen Camel Email:  Queencamelvillage@gmail.com 

West Camel website:  www.westcamel.org.uk 

West Camel Email:  info@westcamel.org.uk 

 

St Barnabas Church Website: www.stbarnabasqueencamel.org.uk 

 

Cam Vale Benefice Website: www.camvalebenefice.org.uk 

For the latest information on services and events at all our local churches, 

details of how to book weddings and baptisms, and advice on funerals. 

 
* * * * * * * * * 

 

 

FROM the Revd. ROSE HOSKINS 

 

Because of the uncertainty of many things at present, including the date for the Revd 

Katharine Hawksley being able to move in and take up her post as Rector, following a 

conversation with the Archdeacon I have decided to defer my original date for standing 

down as your associate priest. Just to say I am happy to carry on here certainly until 

Katharine is able to take up office and maybe for a little longer just to ensure a smooth 

handover when the time comes. I felt it was very important at this difficult time for the 

benefice to have a priest and as our own plans have been put on hold I am very happy to 

stay and continue to serve you all.   
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A MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP 

 

A time to ‘Love our neighbours as ourselves’ 
 

I wonder - are you someone who gets everything ready long before you need to; jobs done 

well before time; and someone who is never late for anything? Or are you someone who 

leaves things to the last minute; works right up to the deadline; and catches the bus or train 

with moments to spare? Or maybe you are somewhere in the middle? 

 

One of the things that Bishop Ruth and I enjoy doing is writing these articles each month 

for parish magazines and newsletters. It gives us a chance to keep in touch with people 

across the diocese and to share the things that are in our hearts and minds as the year 

unfolds. The only drawback is that we have to write these articles well in advance, so that 

they reach magazine editors and church administrators in good time. The problem is of 

course that things may change in all sorts of ways between us writing them and you 

reading them. I am particularly conscious of that this month, as we are in the midst of the 

Coronavirus pandemic. Things are changing very fast and it is hard to know what the next 

few weeks will bring. That inevitably brings with it a certain degree of uncertainty and 

some us, especially those who are isolated and cut off, may be feeling anxious for 

ourselves or for others.  

 

My hope throughout this time of ‘lockdown’ is that although some of us may have felt 

physically isolated from each other, that we have not felt socially or spiritually isolated. 

Indeed, I have been truly amazed and encouraged by all the stories I have heard of people 

caring for each other, phoning each other and going shopping for those who cannot get out 

to buy the food they need. At this stage none of us knows quite how and when this virus 

will eventually be brought under control. However, I do hope that when we get to the stage 

that restrictions can be safely lifted and we begin to go out and shop as we did before, that 

things will be different. Many of us have had difficulty buying the food we wanted. Some 

of us have had to rely on others for our daily needs. We have had to learn new ways to 

pray and keep in touch with others in our churches and communities. We have had to trust, 

hope, and look out for our neighbours, especially those who are particularly vulnerable. 

We have been humbled by the courage and dedication of those who work in the NHS and 

care homes and all who as ‘key workers’ have worked tirelessly to look after and provide 

for us.  

 

Jesus taught us to ‘Love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all 

our mind’ and ‘to love our neighbours as ourselves’.  My hope and prayer is that, as we 

emerge from this pandemic, we and our communities may be a more compassionate, more 

generous, more grateful. And may we all have discovered what it is to know in a deeper 

way the peace and the presence of God. 

 

May the peace and the joy of the Risen Lord be with you 

 

Bishop Peter 
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QUEEN CAMEL MEDICAL CENTRE 

 

Thank you to all our patients for supporting the practice during the current coronavirus 

situation. We have implemented a number of changes in response to COVID-19 and we 

are grateful to our patients for their understanding and adherence to our new ways of 

working. We are updating our website and Facebook page regularly, so please visit 

www.queencamelsurgery.co.uk  for the latest information and link to our Facebook page. 

We are encouraging patients not to visit the surgery if they have queries, but instead use 

the Engage Consult facility that can be accessed via our website or telephone us. The 

dispensary is open for collection of medication during normal advertised hours. Where 

possible we would ask patients to request repeat via medication through Patient Access. 

Login details can be obtained by phoning the surgery. 

 

Many thanks 

Queen Camel Medical Centre 
 
 

 

 
 
 

                WE HOPE ALL OUR VISITORS 

                        ARE SAFE AND WELL 

            AND THAT WE WILL MEET  AGAIN                 

    BEFORE TOO LONG 

Rosemary and Vanla 

 
 
 

QUEEN CAMEL MEMORIAL HALL 200 Club 
 

April 2020 Winners 
First Prize:- £30 Z & C Bardsley – No. 119 

Second prize:-  £25  Pat Champion -No. 78 
Third Prize:- £20  A. Knight p-  No.68 

Fourth Prize:- £15 P & M. Rushworth  – No. 93 
Fifth Prize:- £10 Paul Price – No. 125 
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75th VE DAY COMMEMORATION 

 

Unfortunately, due to the outbreak of the Coronavirus pandemic, it will not be possible for 

us to come together to mark the 75th Anniversary of the end of the Second World War in 

Europe on the 8th May, or to take part in any of the activities planned for the weekend of 

8th- 10th May.   However, as so many people in Queen Camel have worked so hard in the 

planning and organisation of the weekend events, it is hoped that we will be able to 

arrange a commemorative event later in the year. 

 

Meanwhile, please keep knitting those poppies, as the nation will commemorate VJ Day 

on the 15th August and Remembrance Sunday on 8 November. 

 

“Let us remember those who so selfishly gave their lives at home and abroad, whose 

sacrifice enables us to enjoy the peace and freedom we have today;” “ the doctors and 

nurses who cared for the wounded, the women and men who toiled in the fields, those who 

worked in the factories, who all played such a vital role in the war effort at home.” 

 
A WARTIME RECOLLECTION by BRYAN NORMAN 

 

I was in school near Hindhead in Surrey where my parents had placed me in September 

1939 to avoid the bombing of London. Here I experienced little of the war, in a beautiful 

setting amongst the angelic Rhododendrums, except for the occasional air raid. 

In the summer of 1940, by which time I was 11, that all changed as the battle raged over 

Britain. witnessed by the myriad of confused air trails in the sky. Frequent visits to the air 

raid shelter became somewhat boring as there were no bombs near us or any sounds of 

“ach, ach” guns.   

 

However, two incidents I vividly remember - the first whilst playing in the grounds, a 

spitfire/Hurrican chasing our ME109 flew so low over us we felt the wind! On another day 

we could see that a parachute would land in our playing field, so the Headmaster went up 

to the house to collect our shot gun. The seniors (13 year olds) could see he would land 

well before the headmaster got back and that was too long, so I sprinted, followed by 30 

others, arriving just as he landed. Everyone piled on top of him. The Headmaster returned 

and gave me the gun to hold, whilst he pulled the boys away, to reveal a German pilot – 

would not have been older than 19 – marched away with a guard to be handed over to the 

police! 

 

At age 16 I went to Wellingborough School and whilst there the Declaration of Peace with 

Germany was signed. The Head announced the news and all hell broke loose, papers in the 

air, dishes banging, then we all tumbled out into the Quadrangle, nothing in mind, but 

somehow the head of the queue turned left into the chapel and virtually the whole school 

followed and quietly filled the pews. Our chaplain, an injured sub- naval chaplain, was 

there. He passed down the aisle putting his hands on heads with tears pouring down his 

cheeks, unable to say a word. He later told me that the experience proved to him that the 

ministry was important and in a funny way I think that was the time that I really believed 

there was a god. 
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QUEEN CAMEL PARISH COUNCIL 

 
"Due to the directive from the government, Queen Camel Parish Council has been unable 

to hold any face to face meetings since their February meeting. However to ensure that we 

can make progress on routine work, the Council has delegated to the Clerk, working from 

home, the authority to progress all ongoing matters and projects and authorise all regular 

payments and expenditure in line with the Council's agreed budget. In addition it is worth 

noting that the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman, may incur 

expenditure from the project reserve where such expenditure will help the community 

efforts to support those in need of assistance or prevent social isolation. It is anticipated 

that in the near future the Government will allow Councils to meet virtually (online) but 

we await that authority and the guidance on how to conduct effective remote Council 

meetings. 

 

The QC Neighbourhood plan is making slow but steady progress - it is in the hands of the 

independent Examiner appointed by the District Council. She is giving it very close 

scrutiny and we are in the process of responding to matters raised by the examiner - sadly 

we have heard that due to the pandemic, all referendums (which will include our final 

Parish YES/NO vote for the plan) have been put in abeyance until May 2021. 

 

On a slightly broader note, the unprecedented threat posed to all of us by the Coronavirus 

COVID-19 pandemic is hugely worrying and most of us are anxious to play our part in 

meeting the many challenges that have been thrown up and beat this virus. The 

Government, advised by the experts, is very clear that we can all play a vital role by 

staying at home and following their much repeated instructions exactly. Of course this 

requires discipline, particularly self discipline, but hopefully we can do more as a Parish 

and I am sure that there are many who already are making huge contributions to protecting 

those in our community who are vulnerable, elderly, needy and isolated. We are fortunate 

in having a brilliant medical centre and a great village shop and a wonderful array of 

volunteers who are helping out in so many ways - hopefully being good neighbours will 

help us to detect those in need and then do something about it while sticking to the 

Government's instructions closely. 

 

One final point concerns scams - it is horrifying just how many cruel scams are running at 

the moment, using the pandemic as cover. There is a lot of advice online on how to avoid 

becoming a victim - I think that Age UK Somerset covers it well. 

Stay safe, 

Simon Thornewill 

Chairman Queen Camel Parish Council " 

 
* * * * * * * * * 

 
QUOTE:  “Be still, and know that I am God.  Psalm 46 verse 10 
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WEST CAMEL 
METHODISTS   
 

Meeting at All Saints Church 

Minister: The Rev. Craig Manley (01963 351598) 

Local contacts: Geoff and Elizabeth Chapman (01935 850838) 
 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES: 

At the moment we don’t know when church services will resume. Please look for details 

on the notice boards and our Facebook page, where you can also find links to streamed 

and recorded services, and other helpful resources 

www.facebook.com/westcamelchurches 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * 

 

WEST CAMEL CHURCHES TOGETHER 

 

For obvious reasons, our planned Easter Egg Hunt on Good Friday had to be cancelled. 

However, 22 children in 10 families received a special pack, including chocolate eggs, a 

leaflet about the Easter story, and instructions how to make an Easter garden. Some have 

sent photos, which can be seen on our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/westcamelchurches 

 
* * * * * * * * * 

 

WEATHER RECORDS FROM MEAD FARM, DOWNHEAD 

MARCH 2020 

Maximum temperature: 16 C (61 F) on the 24th 

Minimum temperature —2.3 C (28 F) on the 26th 

Grass level minimum –6.5 C (20 F ) on the 26th 

Total rainfall: 42.1  mm (1.66 ins.) 

 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

It is with great sadness that we announce the recent death of two of Queen Camel’s long-

standing residents who moved away in recent years because of ill health in order to be 

nearer their families. 

Martin Biggs, who lived in Grace Martin’s Lane, was a founder member of Village Café. 

Chris Humphry lived in The Gatehouse in Church Path for many years with his late wife 

Jenny. We understand that both families are hoping to hold a thanksgiving service in 

Queen Camel later in the year. 
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A MESSAGE FROM GEOFF CHAPMAN 

 WEST CAMEL METHODIST CHURCH 
 

It is often said that crises bring out the worst and the best in people. This has certainly 

been the case with coronavirus. We have seen people fighting over toilet rolls in 

supermarkets, heard of hand sanitiser being sold at exorbitant prices, and scammers trying 

to con vulnerable people. Thankfully, however, such cases are in a minority and most 

people have demonstrated a remarkable community spirit. Tens of thousands of people 

answered appeals to volunteer to work for the Health Service. Nurses, doctors and carers 

have been willing to risk their own lives to care for others. All over our nation people have 

been doing shopping for the housebound, getting to know neighbours for the first time, 

and going out of their way to see that lonely and vulnerable people are not overlooked.  

  

 We have seen plenty of evidence of this in our local community, and many people are 

extremely grateful for the care and concern that has been shown. Even closed churches 

have not prevented people taking part in worship. In fact, many more people have joined 

services streamed on the internet than normally attend church on Sundays. Coronavirus 

may have closed churches, but not the Church! 

 

  The pandemic has certainly caused much heartbreak and distress, as well as having a 

devastating effect on many businesses. Yet history shows that good often comes out of 

tragedy. Piers Simon, from Chilthorne Domer, was among more than 230,000 people 

killed in the Asian tsunami on 26th December 2004. Not long afterwards, his family 

founded a charity in his memory to provide schoolbags for children in poor countries. 

School-in-a-bag (schoolinabag.org) has now provided over 120,000 bags containing a 

lunch-box, pens and other stationary items. That family could have simply sunk into 

bitterness, but instead, they were inspired to found this charity. Of course, they wish the 

tsunami had never happened, but they are allowing some good to come from this tragedy.  

 

 We all hope and pray that this present crisis will soon be over, that it will never happen 

again, and wish it had never happened at all.  However, if we come out of it as a kinder, 

more caring society then at least we will have recovered something from the wreckage. As 

the old saying goes: “It’s an ill wind….” 

 

 This year we couldn’t celebrate Easter in the usual way due to the lockdown, but Easter is 

the supreme example of good coming from evil. The greatest miscarriage of justice ever 

known, when Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was crucified on Good Friday, was followed 

by His resurrection on Easter Day, resulting in forgiveness, hope and victory over death 

for all who believe. The Biblical version of “It’s an ill wind…” is found in Romans 

chapter 8, verse 28, where the apostle Paul writes: “We know that in all things God works 

for the good of those who love him.” Many things that happen to us are far from good, in 

fact, some things are really bad. But if we truly love God we can trust Him to bring good 

out of it, even though we may not see it at the time. 

 

 As the Queen said in her special broadcast, we will come through this crisis. May we 

come through it as better people in a better, more caring society. 
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St BARNABAS CHURCH NEWS 

 

We are sorry that the church is still having to remain closed as we follow Government 

guidelines.  However, we continue to hold you all in our thoughts and prayers and look 

forward to the day when we can resume normal service!   

Paul Davis & Morwenna Ford 

 

QUEEN CAMEL CARES & THE CORONAVIRUS 

 

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to help with shopping, prescription collection, 

dog walking etc. during the present pandemic.  We are extremely fortunate in Queen 

Camel to have such a caring community.   

 

And should anyone who is self-isolating require any assistance or reassurance, please give 

either Paul Davis (850 139) or Morwenna Ford (850 300) a call.  We have a wonderful 

group of people who are willing and able to help.  You are not alone. 

 

 

BOTTLE TOP COLLECTION 

 

Please continue saving milk bottle tops and keep them for the day when life returns to 

some sort of normality and we can collect and process them once more.  Many thanks. 

 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

CAROLINE HOLBROOK TUITION 

 

Does your child need extra support to achieve their true potential?  Are they lacking in 

confidence? 

If you are wondering how you can best support your child with Maths or English, I can 

offer weekly sessions, giving tailored support to meet their needs. 

As a very experienced primary school teacher, I would love to help your child gain greater 

confidence and knowledge to help them progress. 

Please contact me to arrange a first session: 

Tel: 07751156180  Email: carolineholbrooktuition@gmail.com 

 

 

RAINBOWSMILE CARE 
 

Carer with 20 years experience.  Friendly and discreet,   DBS, insurance 
and references available.   

Registered on South Somerset micro Provider directory. 
Offering, but not limited to:  personal care, meal preparation, 

housekeeping, trips, companionship, respite, sitting service, night sits 
and return from hospital care. 

Phone Kara on 07944 879437 
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The Old School, as with many others, is on lock-down with our staff on furlough 
and tenants at home.  The Directors of the Old School send all readers best 
wishes with the simple message of ‘stay well’. 
 
The institutional fencing has been removed and the railings in front of the Victorian 
Schoolhouse are in the process of refurbishment. 

         R.H-C 
 

* * * * * * * * * 

 

FROM CATH HOLLOWAY OF 

SOMERSET VILLAGE AND COMMUNITY AGENTS 

 

First and foremost I hope you are well, keeping safe and managing to access the support 

and essential supplies you need in these difficult times. You may be aware CCS, as a 

county-wide provider, is very much part of the response for both communities and 

individuals. I want to let you know what we are doing to ensure that we can continue to 

serve you the best we can.  

 

All CCS staff are able to work remotely, so that we do not put them at risk. We have set up 

telephone systems to enable staff to be able to receive calls promptly and action them in 

the best way possible. We have set up a specific web-form which will enable you to 

complete it with details of the support you require and your request will be given to the 

best person to help you with your query or problem.  
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As you can imagine, demand for our Agent staff is extremely high and in the first week of 

this new system we have handled 2,500 calls. Our Agents provide practical support in 

many ways and they have unrivalled contacts in local communities who they can mobilise 

to assist vulnerable and people, including for our BME residents – if you need Agent 

support please USE THE CALL-BACK form which is on our website 

www.ccslovesomerset.org  

 

If you are a carer and look after a family member or dependent in an unpaid capacity you 

may need additional support so please call our Freephone number on 0800 31 68 600 or 

visit the website https://somersetcarers.org/ where we have a web chat facility. If you are 

concerned about a neighbour or someone you know in your local area who is a carer and 

they do not have access to the internet then please give them the advice line number. 

Thank you for your understanding.  

 

Our amazing communities in Somerset have all risen to the challenge of providing support 

to those that need it very quickly, and our agents can help put you in touch with your local 

group. If nothing else this crisis has shown how people in Somerset have endless 

compassion, kindness and community spirit. I feel very proud to be part of Somerset.   

 

* * * * * * * * * 

 

 

THINGS TO DO DURING THE LOCKDOWN 
 

 Microsoft Solitaire Daily Challenge – uses about ½ an hour or if there is a ‘Hard’ 

one can take hours.  Find it in App Store. 

 Old Masters jigsaws – you will know every brush stroke before it is done and really 

appreciate the artistry involved.  Leave jigsaws in the box for at least four days 

before handing on – think about contamination. 

 Paint a rainbow and put it in your window no matter what age you are – in support 

of our wonderful NHS. 

 Put at least one teddy bear in a window and then count how many smiles it receives. 

 Ring two different friends or isolated people every day and only share good news. 

 Try to remember the words of the songs you sang umpteen years ago then sing them 

out loud – takes oxygen all round your system – sing lots, badly, it doesn’t matter. 

 Learn a dance sequence – hip hop or stomp have great rhythms – loads of lessons on 

Youtube, or if you don’t do computers, see if you can remember waltz and 

quickstep with the cornering bits. 

 And of course ‘do’ garden sheds, garages, cupboards – it is amazing what you find, 

but remember for the time being the tip is closed. 

 Keep a wildlife diary – what is in flower or leaf; which birds have you seen and how 

many, also butterflies and insects – saw the first wasp this morning (9th April). 

 Be extra kind to everyone, always and you will find you are smiling. 
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Some historical facts about Queen Camel 

(taken from ‘Queen Camel our Royal Heritage’ 

by Gordon Moore with illustrations by Ian Honey : 1983) 

 

Long before the Norman Conquest, a fairly large settlement had sprung up around the foot 

of the ridge from which Queen Camel takes its name.  From the Domesday entry it is 

evident that this was a place of note – important enough for the King’s mother to be a 

resident and with a population of perhaps 200 – 250. 

 

By 1327, the estimated population had risen to around 400.  Its subsequent growth can be 

assessed from the fact that in the mid-16th century the village was flourishing with a 

market twice a week and four fairs a year. Possibly this was due, as in so many small 

towns in Somerset between the 15th and 18th centuries, to the manufacture of woollen 

cloth. 

 

Queen Camel was also noted for its linen, several looms being situated in the main street 

with the cottagers doing the spinning in their own homes.  The beautiful church is 

evidence of the prosperity of the parish. 

 

In 1639 the face of the village changed dramatically as a result of the ‘Great Fire of 

Camel’.  It was thought that the fire was started by gypsies on St Barnabas’ Eve (10th June) 

and destroyed some 70 houses, the greater part of the village which, at that time, had 

grown to such an extent that it was vying with Castle Cary for ‘promotion’ to town status.  

At this time the population could have been in the region of 900-1000.  Some 30 years 

later in 1670, the Hearth Tax records show 110-120 households – an estimated population 

of nearly 600. 

 

In 1838 it was noted that the only manufacture now carried on is the making of gloves for 

the glovers of Yeovil.  Another source mentions that in the mid-19th century, five or six 

cottages hummed with the loom where a portion of the churchyard now stands.  The 

village then possessed linen and glove factories.  It must have been a busy place for the 

school and poor houses were also in the present churchyard. 

 

The Tithe Map of 1840 shows a village school in the garden of Church Cottage.  Primarily 

a church school, it had been donated by the Mildmay family.  In 1870 where were over 

100 pupils on its register with a headmistress and two paid monitors. 

 

There was also a Dame School at the other end of the village in the houses which were 

known as Graycot and Pensnest.  A building at the rear of the latter is still known a the 

‘old chapel’ and was almost certainly associated with this school which was finally 

dissolved in the early 1900s. 

 

A new church school was given by Capt. Hervey St John Mildmay in 1873.  The Western 

Gazette of 17th October 1873 gave a glowing report of the opening ceremony which 

included a procession of pupils from the old school to the new and a tea party for them 

afterwards. 
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The school did not fare well in its early days.  There was a succession of continually  

changing headteachers (eight in the first eighteen years) and a lack of attendance by many 

pupils who were frequently missing for long periods.  They were required to take part in 

such annual rural activities are haymaking, potato planting, potato picking, apple picking, 

bird keeping, gardening, gleaning, wood collecting, etc. 

 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

MENTAL HEALTH WELLNESS TIPS FOR QUARANTINE 
By Margie Donlon, Psychologist 

 

 Stick to a routine. Go to sleep and wake up at a reasonable time is varied and 

includes time for work as well as self-care.   

 Dress for the social life you want, not the social life you have.   

 Put on some bright colors.  

 Get out at least once a day, for at least thirty minutes.  

 Find some time to move each day, again daily for at least thirty minutes. If you don’t feel 

comfortable going outside, there are many YouTube videos that offer free movement 

classes  

 Reach out to others, Try to do FaceTime, Skype, phone calls, texting—connect with other 

people to seek and provide support.  Don’t forget to do this for your children as well 

 Stay hydrated and eat well. Challenge yourself to learn how to cook something new! 
Spend extra time playing with children. Children will rarely communicate how they are 

feeling, but will often make a bid for attention and communication through play. Give 

everyone the benefit of the doubt. Each person will have moments when they will not 

be at their best. Everyone is doing the best they can to make it through this. 
Everyone find their own retreat space. Space is at a premium, particularly with city 

living. 

 Expect behavioural issues in children, and respond gently. We are all struggling with 

disruption in routine, none more than children.  

 Focus on safety and attachment. We are going to be living for a bit with the unprecedented 

demand of meeting all work deadlines, homeschooling children, running a sterile 

household, and making a whole lot of entertainment in confinement. will be there for them 

in this time.  

 Limit social media and COVID conversation, especially around children.   

 Notice the good in the world, the helpers. There are a ton of stories of people 

sacrificing, donating, and supporting one another in miraculous ways.  

 Help others. Find ways, big and small, to give back to others.   

 Find a long-term project to dive into. Now is the time to learn how to play the keyboard, 

put together a huge jigsaw puzzle, paint a picture . . . 

 Find lightness and humour in each day  

 Remind yourself daily that this is temporary.  
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CAMELS’ EYE 

John Buchan is supposed to have coined the phrase “he had a 

good war”, but since his time our culture has become more 

sensitive (or censorious) and it is no longer considered quite 

the thing to celebrate individual success in an endeavour which 

destroyed millions of lives.   But although the Lord sendeth 

rain on the just and on the unjust alike, some get totally 

drenched while others enjoy a gentle, refreshing drizzle. 

An uncomfortable truth 

Our current troubles are not on the scale of the World Wars or epidemics like the Black 

Death and the Spanish Flu, each of which may have cost 50-100 million lives in a much 

less populous world, but that is no consolation for the millions of families devastated by 

sudden death or loss of livelihood, or for all those whose lives are blighted by fear, 

anxiety, loneliness and deep unease about the future.   Yet there is no equality in 

suffering.  For many people Covid-19 has been more of an inconvenience than a 

catastrophe, and for some it has even brought a kind of fulfilment.   There are those who 

find these strange times exciting rather than frightening, there are many who have seized 

the opportunity to rally round and help one another, and there are legions of journalists, 

pundits, epidemiologists and other prognosticators of doom who are having an absolute 

field day.    

Carpe diem 

As for the Camels, we have much to be thankful for.   The virus has struck down fewer 

people in the South West than anywhere else in the UK, we can open our windows and 

hear birdsong rather than traffic for a change, and unlike our inner-city cousins we are 

able to sit outside or walk around in open country free from censure and without 

endangering anyone.   We know the economic reckoning will be severe and there are 

dark clouds looming but in the meantime we might as well enjoy the silver lining of 

enforced tranquillity.  Eat, drink, pray, think and be merry - and gather ye rose-buds 

while ye may!                   P.P-C. 

* * * * * * * * * 

 

USED POSTAGE STAMPS 

 
I am missing Village Café and all my friends, some ‘old’, known since I moved to Queen 

Camel from London in 1967, and very many new ones met at the coffee mornings.  I lived 

in the village until 1995 when my mother died and I downsized to Castle Cary. 

 

My reason for writing is to remind you – USED POSTAGE STAMPS –  more important 

than ever now, as charities will be very short of money.  During 2018-2019 (March to 

March) £1,414 was raised for St Margaret’s Hospice, as a result of stamps collected 

locally, a substantial amount coming from Queen Camel post office (continued thanks to 

Paul). 

CARRY ON THE GOOD WORK, SAVE YOUR STAMPS, THEY ARE MONEY.  
Remember to leave a quarter inch all round to preserve the perforations.   
Many thanks.                                                 Maggie Harris 
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 B P Plumbing  

 Tel: 07811 441 073  

  Ben Perkins 

   Queen Camel 

Complete bathroom and shower Installations 

Central heating repairs 

No job too small 
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Chimney sweep and 

vacuum 

clean and friendly 

service 

covering all local and 

surrounding areas 

 
For more details please call Daren on 01935 850913 

 

 
 
 

 

Dorset Delights 

Catering 
 

Event Catering for all Occasions 
 

~Weddings ~ Funeral Teas ~ Drinks Parties 

~Anniversaries ~Birthdays ~ Christenings 
 

www.dorsetdelightscatering.co.uk

 dorsetdelights@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Contact Alice 07783 928532   Louise 07743 780609 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.dorsetdelightscatering.co.uk/
http://www.dorsetdelightscatering.co.uk/
mailto:dorsetdelights@hotmail.co.uk
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Oven Cleaning Services 
 

 

All types of ovens professionally cleaned. 
Household friendly process throughout. 

 
   Have your cooker restored to like new condition. 

      Including Ranges, AGAs, Extractors, Microwaves, Hobs. 
 

                  Call Orlando Jackson for more information. 
 

                       Est. 2010 
Find us on Facebook 

Oven Cleaning Services Langport 
   

 

01458 252551 
07519 118856 
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Cam Vale Benefice Prayer Chain 
    

 Would you like us to pray for you? 
        In total confidence, a group of Christians will 

pray, in the 
       name of Jesus Christ, for you, or someone you know, if you are 

   ill, troubled or worried 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Phone at anytime any of these numbers. 

Marion 01963 220741 

Vanla 01935 850269 

Betty 01963 441037 
 

As  part of our prayer ministry in Cam Vale there are prayer request 
boxes in each of our churches together with cards.   All prayers placed in 

the boxes are offered up in our worship each week.    The prayers are 
offered silently and not read aloud because of confidentiality 
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A LOCK DOWN QUIZ  

IN & AROUND QUEEN CAMEL & WALES 
AS YOU TAKE YOUR DAILY WALK OR CYCLE RIDE 

& THE CHANCE TO WIN A £25 VOUCHER FROM  
THE SUPPLY STORES! 

 

The answers to the questions below can all be found in and around Queen Camel 
and/or Wales.  Please put your answers on a piece of paper together with your 
name and contact telephone no. and place in the box in the Supply Stores or, 

preferably, email your answers to info@biza.co.uk by midnight on Friday, 15th May 
2020.  The winner will be the first correct entry taken from a hat.  Answers in the 

next issue of the magazine. 
 

1. At the bottom of which lane is a sign for Goblins, Leprechauns 
& Elves? 

2. How many chimney stacks are there along South View? 

3. What website can be seen as you leave Dark Lane onto 
Englands Lane? 

4. What shape is the door knocker on Melrose Cottage? 

5. What colour are the Leyland Trail signs? 

6. What name appears on 2 of the 3 windbreaks at the tennis 
courts? 

7. What was the former name of Maple Tree House? 

8. In what year were the cobbles relaid along Church Path? 

9. In whose memory is the plaque between the Vale & the Old 
Kennels? 

10. In what year was the Queen Camel Medical Centre built? 

11. Where can the word ‘Commonwealth’ be seen? 

12. On the eastern side of the Pack Horse Bridge, how many metal 
strengthening bands are visible along the top? 

13. What time does the 7.25 am bus from Yeovil to Shepton Mallet 
reach Queen Camel? 

14. Where is the Fire Assembly Point for the Memorial Hall? 

15. Which house in Mildmay Drive has its number displayed in 
letters (choice of two)? 

16. What animals guard the entrance to the drive at Field Cottage? 

17. What company has a workshop at the tin barn near the bridge? 

18. How many lamp posts are there within the grounds of the new 
school? 

19. What is the name of the former Self Realisation Meditation 
Healing Centre? 

20. Name the property which shares an entrance drive with 
Orchard House. 

 

mailto:info@biza.co.uk


Very many thanks to the Supply Stores for their generosity in donating the 
winner’s voucher.  
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“We should take comfort that while we may have more still to 

endure, 

better days will return: 

we will be with our friends again; 

we will be with our families again; 

we will meet again.” 

                                             H.M. The Queen 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

________________________________________________________ 

 Magazine Editor: Mrs Vanla Oxley, Queen Camel House, High Street, Queen Camel BA22 7NF 
Email: oxley.queencamel@gmail.com 

Copy by noon on 20th of the previous month, please 
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