
                   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

The Cam Vale Ministry Team 
 

Rector:    Vacant 
Associate Vicar:   The Revd. Prebendary Rose Hoskins (01963 440026) 
       Day off: Saturday 
Readers:    Mrs Yolanda White (01963 440835) 
     Mrs Rosemary Rymer (01963 351057) 
     Mrs Julie Ebsworth (01963 440842) 
      Email: julieebs@gmail.com 
Benefice Administrator:     Mrs Rosemary Rymer (01963 441595) 
      Email: Admincamvale@gmail.com 
     Post:    Cam Vale Benefice Office, G4/5 Woodside Court, 
                         Sparkford, BA22 7LH 
           

Churchwardens 
 
Queen Camel:   Mr Paul Davis (01935 850139) 
     Mrs Morwenna Ford (01935 850300) 
 
West Camel:   Mrs Jenny Clothier (01935 850281) 
      

 
Queen Camel website:  www.queen-camel.co.uk 
Queen Camel Email:  Queencamelvillage@gmail.com 
West Camel website:  www.westcamel.org.uk 
West Camel Email:  info@westcamel.org.uk 

 
St Barnabas Church Website: www.stbarnabasqueencamel.org.uk 

 
Cam Vale Benefice Website: www.camvalebenefice.org.uk 

For the latest information on services and events at all our local churches, 
details of how to book weddings and baptisms, and advice on funerals. 

 
* * * * * * * * * 

 
 

This issue includes photographs of some of the V.E. Day decorations 
and parties that took place around Queen Camel.  Enjoy! 
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EDITORIAL 
 
Dear all, 
 
‘What impact has coronavirus made to your life, ministry, and faith? someone asked me 
recently. As I pondered, I realized that in some ways it’s made a big impact but in others 
very little.  
 
When it comes to life I’m still here and so are you, thank God! Whenever we’re tempted to 
grumble or kick over the traces about what we currently can’t do it’s good to remind 
ourselves that we are so blessed/privileged to be living where we do right now.   It’s easy to 
take it all for granted but whether it’s the low infection rate or the opportunity go out for 
walks in the fresh air and still maintain social distance, or potter in the garden, even those 
who are shielding can look out of the window and see spring unfolding with glorious 
blossom, butterflies  and lambs, we have so much to be thankful for.   Imagine being on the 
coronavirus roller coaster when you are stuck in a city, living on the 16th floor, no green 
space to look out on, 2 rooms 8 people, 6 of them small children,  who don’t understand 
what’s going on and  why they can’t go play with their friends. Even worse, imagine being a 
refugee living in Yemen with corona spreading through the camps.  
 
When it comes to ministry, I’m still here in another sense.  I hadn’t really intended to be. As 
many of you will know May 31st was due to be my final Sunday before moving on to other 
things.  I understand there were plans for a celebration, but like many celebrations these 
plans have had to be put on hold (spare a thought for those who were planning to get married 
this summer!)  Having consulted with the Archdeacon, the churchwardens and the Revd 
Katharine Hawksley , (our Rector designate) who, when I spoke to her just last week, said 
she has no idea when she will be able to move in or take up her post but she’s looking 
forward to it);  I have offered to continue,  as one churchwarden put  it ‘as your spiritual 
leader and guide’ until Katharine can come and join us which hopefully will happen before 
August 31st which really  is my final, final date.  
 
On faith, well that’s an interesting one. I don’t know how you’ve been finding things. 
Speaking with various people    I‘ve discovered there’s been a lot more prayer going on. 
Clergy, of course, are meant to pray, we are in fact authorized to pray for all in the parishes 
under our care, in that glorious arcane expression, ‘the cure of souls’. Those who attend 
church, any church, those of other faiths, those who are ‘not too sure’, those who are 
unashamed atheists, we just pray for everyone!  However, over these past weeks others have 
been praying too and what’s more they have discovered that you can pray anywhere. Many 
have found a space to pray when they’ve been out on a walk, in the garden or indoors.  
Although our churches are currently closed and right at this moment it’s impossible to say 
when they will be open again, the hope is before too long but, in the meantime,, we have 
learned new ways of praying and discovering God’s presence. As the pace of life has 
slowed, we have had more time to stop and wonder at the beauty of creation and the 
kindness of people.  To see the face of Christ in those who put their lives at risk in serving 
others, to re-discover places and spaces in which we glimpse the divine 
 

2 



 
My prayer life has taken a different pattern. Besides regular morning prayer, Alan and I have 
made a practise, (whilst keeping to the government guidelines) of taking a walk round each 
parish in turn, praying for the church and community and having various conversations with 
those we meet. At 7p.m. each night we have lit a candle and offered prayers for those in the 
front line of this virus and those who are most vulnerable.   
 
In many ways I’m in the fortunate position of still being able to do many of the regular 
things that are part of my work but just finding ways of doing them differently.   Pastoral 
work and communication are done by email or by phone, when you can’t meet face to face 
the telephone is the next best thing. Meetings are conducted by Zoom. Because we lack the 
facilities to live stream services my weekly sermon/reflections are delivered through my 
blog and many thanks for all the really appreciative comments ((keep following folks and 
tell others about it).  Someone commented recently that they felt that AC (after corona) there 
will be more demand for worship online, have we discovered the secret of numerical growth 
for which the church has been searching?  he asked. He then went on to admit from his 
research that for online services lasting 25 minutes the average viewing time is one minute. 
When people lose interest, they ‘change channels or tune out’. Things they would never 
normally do when attending their local church? Surely not!! (I jest!) 
 
 Many people are already saying that life will never be the same again and I feel this is true.  
Whilst many long to get back to normality I am sure post corona many lessons will be 
learned both in the church and in society.  Among the most valuable ones will be the 
importance of community (hopefully we will have learned to value and  appreciate our 
fellow human beings a little more), the re-discovery of prayer along with the knowledge that 
however long it takes for us to finally beat this virus God will be with us each step of the 
way. 
 
Keep safe and keep well, 
 
Many blessings the Revd Rose. 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

 
QUEEN CAMEL MEMORIAL HALL 200 Club 

 
May 2020 Winners 

 
                               First Prize:- £30 Bob Holland – No. 15 

Second prize:-  £25  Rachel & Dave Scully -No. 63 
          Third Prize:- £20  Maggie Harris-  No.53 
          Fourth Prize:- £15 Anonymous  – No. 67 
          Fifth Prize:- £10 Anonymous  – No. 40 
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QUEEN CAMEL MEDICAL CENTRE 

 
We would all like to thank our patients for their understanding and kindness whilst we have 
had to make radical changes to manage the COVID-19 Pandemic.  
 
We have made things as safe as possible for you to come in so please don’t avoid seeking 
medical help for significant symptoms. We would prefer all patients to contact via our 
website but it is still possible to phone for those without a computer. If a face-to-face 
appointment is required then we are asking patients to wait in the car and we will call their 
mobile phone at the appointment time. PLEASE DO NOT WALK INTO THE SURGERY 
TO SPEAK TO RECEPTION – PLEASE PHONE. 
 
The dispensary is open for collection of medication but we are asking patients to wait at 2m 
intervals to be called in. We are only accepting requests for repeat prescriptions online via 
EMIS Access (or telephone). 
 
Following feedback from patients, we are changing the electronic online consultation 
provider to AskMyGP within the next two weeks. Full details will be on our website 
www.queencamelmedicalcentre.co.uk. 
 
We have been overwhelmed by the amount of support that we have received from our 
patients so thank you and take care. 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
 
 

“THE LORDS LARDER”   THE YEOVIL FOODBANK 
 

During these difficult times food banks are experiencing a rise in the number of people 
needing to use them. There have been some worrying stories about this in the news.  
 
Although the Church is closed and items cannot be left there you can still support this 
charity by either putting items in the collection points in the supermarkets or by making a 
financial donation. This can be done on-line or if you wish to send cash or a cheque please 
put it in an envelope with “The Lords Larder” on the front and give to Paul or Marian Davis.   
You can put it through our letter box at 26,The Glebe and we will send it on to one of the 
organisers. This then gives them the opportunity to buy items which are required at that 
point in time. 
 
Thank you to those people who have handed us money already, it has been passed on and we 
have had notes and phone calls of thanks from those running the Lords Larder.   
 

 
BOTTLE TOP COLLECTION 
 
Please continue saving milk bottle tops and keep them for the day when life returns to 
some sort of normality. 
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WEST CAMEL 
METHODISTS   
 
 
Meeting at All Saints Church 
Minister: The Rev. Craig Manley (01963 351598) 
Local contacts: Geoff and Elizabeth Chapman (01935 850838) 
 
SUNDAY SERVICES: 
At the moment we don’t know when church services and events will resume. Please look for 
details on the notice boards and our Facebook page, where you can also find links to 
streamed and recorded services, and other helpful resources. 
www.facebook.com/westcamelchurches 
 
 

A reflection from the Rev. Craig Manley 
 

A humorous cartoon showed a man lying on the couch of a psychiatrist. When the 
psychiatrist asked the client what the problem was, he confided all kinds of fears that were 
constantly present in his mind concerning the future. The client was worried about climate 
change, inflation, losing a job, political and social upheaval in the world, deteriorating 
relations with China over Covid-19, concerns about dying, whether there was an afterlife, 
and what was the point of it all, end of times…. 
In the final part of the cartoon the psychiatrist is seen to be saying, “Shut up and move over,” 
and proceeded to lie on the couch alongside his patient. 
 
When you try and second guess the future, the problems of life are almost overwhelming. 
Those in leadership and authority who know the facts are privately saying that things are not 
nearly as bad as they seem — they are worse.  Government officials take an approach to our 
national problems to keep the unpleasant truth from us as long as is possible.  So, it becomes 
relatively easy for us to say, “Move over, I have had enough!” To lie on that spiritual couch 
seeking counselling, whilst seeking some degree of hope.   
 
In John 14, verse 18, Jesus told his disciples: “I will not leave you orphaned.” Everyone at 
some point in their life will want to hear those words. Words that speak directly to our 
greatest fears and challenges. Fears of abandonment and isolation, of loneliness and 
vulnerability. The words of Jesus remind us that we never stand alone. I imagine that fear 
and doubt about the future was in the thoughts of the disciples, even though they knew Jesus 
so well.  
 
Many, especially today, fear isolation and loneliness of being left on our own. But knowing 
Jesus brings a means to see and live life in a very different way. The question today is 
whether you see Jesus as a past memory, or a present reality. Just reading the scriptures or 
worshiping is not enough.  We must go further, revealing our love for Christ, evident in our 
actions and words, visible to the world around us. 
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We cannot know the future, so we must simply trust in God in whose hands all futures rest. 
When we understand, and more accurately accept this, we can truthfully say God is with us. 
We are not alone. The old hymn Trust and obey states:  
 
When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word,  
what a glory He sheds on our way!  
 
While we do His good will, He abides with us still, 
 and with all who will trust and obey. 
What He says we will do, where He sends, we will go;  
Never fear, only trust and obey. 
 
Life always becomes simpler and more peaceful when we trust God in all things. 
When we do not know what to do, just trust. 
When we do not understand why, just trust. 
Do your part with God’s help, and when you are done, “Trust God to do the rest.” 
It works for me…….. 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

St BARNABAS CHURCH NEWS 
 

We are sorry that the church is still having to remain closed as we follow Government and 
the Diocese of Bath & Wells’ guidelines.  However, we continue to hold you all in our 
thoughts and prayers and look forward to the day when we can open the church doors once 
again. 
 
Paul Davis & Morwenna Ford, Churchwardens 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

QUEEN CAMEL CARES & THE CORONAVIRUS 
 
Whilst it would appear that everyone in the village is being helped as and when they need 
support, if you or anyone you know who is self-isolating requires any assistance or 
reassurance, please give either Paul Davis (850 139) or Morwenna Ford (850 300) a call.  
We have a wonderful group of people who are willing and able to help.   
 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

FACE MASKS FOR SALE 
 

We have some handmade, all cotton face masks with elastic loops to go around the ears 
available on a ‘first come, first served’ basis.  Adult and children’s sizes.  A minimum £1 
donation to St Barnabas Church is requested and they can be purchased from either Alison 
Swetenham (01935 850 983) or Morwenna Ford (01935 850 300). 
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Cam Vale Benefice Prayer Chain 
    

 Would you like us to pray for you? 
        In total confidence, a group of Christians will pray, in the name of 

Jesus Christ, for you, 
 or someone you know, if you are ill, troubled or worried 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone at anytime any of these numbers. 
Marion 01963 220741 
Vanla 01935 850269 
Betty 01963 441037 

 

As  part of our prayer ministry in Cam Vale there are prayer request boxes in each 
of our churches together with cards.   All prayers placed in the boxes are offered up 

in our worship each week.    The prayers are offered silently and not read aloud 
because of confidentiality 

 
* * * * * * * * * 

 
75th ANNIVERSARY V.E. DAY COMMEMORATION 

 
On Friday 8 May at 11.00am the Nation came together to commemorate and celebrate the 
75th Anniversary of the end of the war in Europe.  
 
As you are aware it was to be a weekend of celebration and commemoration events here in 
Queen Camel but, alas, the Coronavirus took precedent and all social gatherings had to be 
cancelled.   However, many people in the village decorated their houses and gardens with 
flags, bunting and poppies and observed the social distancing to manage a “morning coffee” 
or “tea party” with their family or neighbours! Well done everyone! 
 
Just as a footnote:- the VE Day Fund is safely banked and it is hoped that once some 
normality has returned we will be able to organise some sort of community event to 
celebrate together!  
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CAMELS’ EYE 
 
It has been going on a bit, and whether you’re enjoying 
the dream or enduring the nightmare you may feel 
ready to turn away from media miserabilists and get 
back to traditional country pursuits: talking about the 
neighbours, complaining about the traffic and arguing 
about Planning applications.    

Canaries and cars  
The Police may not want us wasting their time by snitching on our neighbours but 
Neighbourhood Watch is always there - the clue’s in the name.   And it’s all very well 
supermarket vans, farm vehicles and cyclists hogging the roads – after all we have to keep 
eating and people need to get out - but the cars are returning and once again our hills are 
alive with the sound of honking as drivers with quick wits and short fuses reproach their 
slower, duller brethren for not giving way.    
Horses for courses 
And then there’s Planning.   We are all heavily invested in our home parishes, emotionally 
as well as financially, but each of us sees them differently, depending on individual 
circumstances, interests and tastes.   And when the people we talk to share our views we can 
easily assume that the many hundreds of other people in the parish share them too.  So when 
we discover that there are others who see things very differently it can be a shock.  It all 
depends on where you stand, as three recent planning applications in Queen Camel show. 

• Neighbours have objected to proposals for a large housing estate off the West Camel 
Road but no one else seemed much bothered and the Parish Council (following the 
draft Neighbourhood Plan) voted in favour 7-1-1, only asking that the number of 
houses be reduced from 43 to 30.   

• Conversely the Parish Council and neighbours alike opposed the building of 9 houses 
beyond England’s Mead, mainly on account of poor access and fear of flooding.  The 
Planning Officer supported the development but a District Council committee voted it 
down by 9 votes to 3.  

• And now the Parish Council (by 5 votes to 3) has given qualified support to a more 
modest proposal for two houses in the corner of the field beyond the Memorial Hall 
but an impressive 43 individuals (and counting) have registered objections. 

The thing is we all want to preserve what is ours, and our views and walks are precious to 
us, but back along other people enjoyed other views and walks and they can’t have been 
very happy when they were spoiled by someone building the houses that we’re living in 
now.   The trouble is we’re all interested, to a greater or lesser extent, so perhaps it’s just as 
well that the people who actually make the decisions are disinterested: Planning Officers, 
District Councillors and Planning Inspectors.   They answer to a higher God, Planning Law 
and the National Planning Policy Framework, so they must be above suspicion.  
                                  P.P-C. 
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LOCK DOWN QUIZ RESULTS 
 

Thank you to everyone who took part in this and, judging from all your comments, enjoyed 
discovering a bit more about our village.  Our special thanks to Paul & Linda Price for their 
generosity in giving a £25 voucher from the Supply Stores to the winner. 
 
Julie Cardwell-Pearce who lives in the Glebe is the lucky winner.  Well done Julie - and bad  
luck to all those who missed out.  The answers were: 
 
1. At the bottom of which lane is a sign for Goblins, 

Leprechauns & Elves? 
Green Lane 

2. How many chimney stacks are there along South View? 11 
3. What website can be seen as you leave Dark Lane onto 

Englands Lane? 
www.glasdon.com 

4. What shape is the door knocker on Melrose* Cottage? Heart 
5. What colour are the Leyland Trail signs? Green & yellow 
6. What name appears on 2 of the 3 windbreaks at the tennis 

courts? 
HEAD 

7. What was the former name of Maple Tree House? Rockleaze House 
8. In what year were the cobbles relaid along Church Path? 1986 
9. In whose memory is the plaque between the Vale & the Old 

Kennels? 
Esme F S Jenner 

10. In what year was the Queen Camel Medical Centre built? 2003 
11. Where can the word ‘Commonwealth’ be seen? North gate, church 
12. On the eastern side of the Pack Horse Bridge, how many 

metal strengthening bands are visible along the top? 
7 

13. What time does the 7.25 am bus from Yeovil to Shepton 
Mallet reach Queen Camel? 

7.44 am 

14. Where is the Fire Assembly Point for the Memorial Hall? Behind bus shelter 
15. Which house in Mildmay Drive has its number displayed in 

letters (choice of two)? 
Six or Fifteen 

16. What animals guard the entrance to the drive at Field 
Cottage? 

Lions 

17. What company has a workshop at the tin barn near the 
bridge? 

Service4coffee 

18. How many lamp posts are there within the grounds of the 
new school? 

10 

19. What is the name of the former Self Realisation Meditation 
Healing Centre? 

Open Pathway 
Retreat Centre 

20. Name the property which shares an entrance drive with 
Orchard House. 

Alderley House 

*  Typo – this should have read Montrose Cottage but everyone worked it out!  
Apologies. 
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WEATHER RECORDS FROM MEAD FARM, DOWNHEAD 

APRIL 2020 

Maximum temperature: 26.6 C (80 F) on the 11th 
Minimum temperature —3.2 C (26 F) on the 1st 

Grass level minimum –6 C (21 F ) on the 1st 
Total rainfall: 37.9  mm (1.49 ins.) 

 
* * * * * * * * * 

 
CAROLINE HOLBROOK TUITION 

 
Does your child need extra support to achieve their true potential?  Are they lacking in 
confidence? 
If you are wondering how you can best support your child with Maths or English, I can offer 
weekly sessions, giving tailored support to meet their needs. 
As a very experienced primary school teacher, I would love to help your child gain greater 
confidence and knowledge to help them progress. 
Please contact me to arrange a first session: 
Tel: 07751156180  Email: carolineholbrooktuition@gmail.com 
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 B P Plumbing  

 Tel: 07811 441 073  

  Ben Perkins 

   Queen Camel 

Complete bathroom and shower Installations 

Central heating repairs 

No job too small 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Chimney sweep and 
vacuum 

clean and friendly 
service 

covering all local and 
surrounding areas 

 
For more details please call Daren on 01935 850913 
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Dorset Delights 
Catering 

 

Event Catering for all Occasions 
 

~Weddings ~ Funeral Teas ~ Drinks Parties 
~Anniversaries ~Birthdays ~ Christenings 

 

www.dorsetdelightscatering.co.uk
 dorsetdelights@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Contact Alice 07783 928532   Louise 07743 780609 
	

_____________________________________________________________________________________	
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The following were responses to a questionnaire given to pupils at a 
Roman Catholic primary school 

ADAM AND EVE WERE CREATED FROM AN APPLE TREE. NOAH'S WIFE WAS JOAN OF ARK. 
NOAH BUILT AND ARK AND THE ANIMALS CAME ON IN PEARS. 

LOTS WIFE WAS A PILLAR OF SALT DURING THE DAY, BUT A BALL OF FIRE DURING THE 
NIGHT. 

SAMSON SLAYED THE PHILISTINES WITH THE AXE OF THE APOSTLES. 
 
MOSES LED THE JEWS TO THE RED SEA WHERE THEY MADE UNLEAVENED BREAD, 
WHICH IS BREAD WITHOUT ANY INGREDIENTS. 
 
THE EGYPTIANS WERE ALL DROWNED IN THE DESSERT. AFTERWARDS, MOSES WENT UP 
TO MOUNT CYANIDE TO GET THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 

 
THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT IS THOU SHALT NOT ADMIT ADULTERY. 

THE GREATEST MIRICLE IN THE BIBLE IS WHEN JOSHUA TOLD HIS SON TO STAND STILL 
AND HE OBEYED HIM. 
 
SOLOMON, ONE OF DAVIDS SONS, HAD 300 WIVES AND 700 PORCUPINES. 

 
WHEN MARY HEARD SHE WAS THE MOTHER OF JESUS, SHE SANG THE MAGNA CARTA. 

 
JESUS WAS BORN BECAUSE MARY HAD AN IMMACULATE CONTRAPTION. 
 
JESUS ENUNCIATED THE GOLDEN RULE, WHICH SAYS TO DO UNTO OTHERS BEFORE 
THEY DO ONE TO YOU. HE ALSO EXPLAINED A MAN DOTH NOT LIVE BY SWEAT ALONE. 

 

THE PEOPLE WHO FOLLOWED THE LORD WERE CALLED THE 12 DECIBELS. 

 
THE EPISTELS WERE THE WIVES OF THE APOSTLES. 
 
ST. PAUL CAVORTED TO CHRISTIANITY, HE PREACHED HOLY ACRIMONY, WHICH IS 
ANOTHER NAME FOR MARRAIGE. 
 
CHRISTIANS HAVE ONLY ONE SPOUSE. THIS IS CALLED MONOTONY. 

 
 

RAINBOWSMILE CARE 
 

Carer with 20 years experience.  Friendly and discreet,   DBS, insurance 
and references available.   

Registered on South Somerset micro Provider directory. 
Offering, but not limited to:  personal care, meal preparation, 

housekeeping, trips, companionship, respite, sitting service, night sits and 
return from hospital care. 

Phone Kara on 07944 879437 
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 Magazine Editor: Mrs Vanla Oxley, Queen Camel House, High Street, Queen Camel BA22 7NF 
Email: oxley.queencamel@gmail.com 

Copy by noon on 20th of the previous month, please 
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