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The Cam Vale Ministry Team 
 

Rector:    The Revd, Katharine Hawksley (01935 851465) 
Readers:    Mrs Yolanda White (01963 440835) 
     Mrs Rosemary Rymer (01963 351057) 
     Mrs Julie Ebsworth (01963 440842) 
      Email: julieebs@gmail.com 
Benefice Administrator:     Mrs Rosemary Rymer (01963 441595) 
      Email: Admincamvale@gmail.com 
     Post:    Cam Vale Benefice Office, G4/5 Woodside Court, 
                         Sparkford, BA22 7LH 
           

Churchwardens 
 
Queen Camel:   Mr Paul Davis (01935 850139) 
     Mrs Morwenna Ford (01935 850300) 
 
West Camel:   Mrs Jenny Clothier (01935 850281) 
      

 
Queen Camel website:  www.queen-camel.co.uk 
Queen Camel Email:  Queencamelvillage@gmail.com 
West Camel website:  www.westcamel.org.uk 
West Camel Email:  info@westcamel.org.uk 

 
St Barnabas Church Website: www.stbarnabasqueencamel.org.uk 

 
Cam Vale Benefice Website: www.camvalebenefice.org.uk 

For the latest information on services and events at all our local churches, 
details of how to book weddings and baptisms, and advice on funerals. 

 
* * * * * * * * * 
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EDITORIAL 

 
Dear Friends 
 
It is two months since I last wrote this letter, and many things are still the same - masks, 
no shaking of hands as we greet people, even close family and friends get a virtual hug, 
instead of a real one!  But other things are changing - the autumn colours are now reaching 
their peak - so the landscape is changing to shades of red, orange and brown and when the 
sun shines it brings a spring to our steps and hope in our hearts that everything is not as 
bad as the news and the media keep telling us.  But, and there always seems to be a but, 
those beautiful colours will fade and the leaves will fall, bringing the cold winter weather 
with it and we will want to stay warm and cosy inside our homes.  For some people this 
will inevitably mean isolation and loneliness, especially with the current restrictions of the 
'rule of six', and possible tighter restrictions to come, if the virus is not controlled.   
 
So can I ask each of you to remember your neighbours, and your friends outside the 
benefice, to give them a cheery wave as you pass their windows, or give them a phone 
call, or even a Zoom call, and check whether they need any shopping or simply to chat for 
a moment of two - you might be the only person they speak to that day!   You, and they, 
will feel so much better for that contact! 
 
Stephen and I have been trying to walk around Castle Cary more, rather than take the car 
on a errand, and it is quite surprising how many more people we meet and chat to on the 
street, who we would only be able to wave at from the car, and we return home uplifted in 
our spirits. 
 
During Jesus' lifetime he, of course, didn't have the luxury of a car, he walked everything, 
occasionally he took a donkey, but that can be even slower than walking!  So he was able 
to meet people as he went from village to village, he was able to talk with them, to share 
their lives, he saw and understood their hardships and their joys, he healed those that came 
to him and had faith that his touch would heal them from their ailments, but it was often 
his words, his stories and his parables that really changed their lives.  Israel was living 
under Roman occupation at that time, the taxes imposed on the movement of goods to 
produce funds to be sent back to Rome to pay for the luxurious life style of the emperors, 
left many people struggling.  Jesus' long talks that he gave to large crowds of followers, 
followers that hung on every word that he spoke, gave them a new vision for the future, a 
hope of a better world to come, and because of his local knowledge he spoke in ways that 
they could understand.   
 
We, in our local communities, are the same - we know who needs that virtual hug - we 
know who isn't get out and about - we know who needs help.  Let's try to be really good 
neighbours and friends this winter. 
             Rosemary Rymer 
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WEST CAMEL INDEPENDENT 
METHODIST CHURCH   
Affiliated to the Independent Methodist Churches 
 
Meeting at All Saints Church 
Minister: Ray Ursell (07770 238588) 
Local contacts: Geoff and Elizabeth Chapman (01935 850838) 
Email: wc-imc@mail.com 
 
SERVICES IN NOVEMBER: 
 
November  1st.   6pm Mr Geoff Chapman 
     “          8th.  6pm Mr Steve Roles of Yeovil 
     “        15th.  6pm Mr Ray Ursell (H.C.) 
     “        22nd.  6pm Mr Richard Coles of Somerton 
     “        29th.  6pm Mr Ray Ursell (U.S.) 
 

(H.C.= Holy Communion. U.S. = United Service) 
 

All are welcome. We practice social distancing and provide 
hand sanitising facilities. 

 
* * * * * * * * * 

 
 

 
MOVIES at WEST CAMEL 

 
SHOWING AT THE DAVIS HALL AT 

7.30 PM 
Doors open 7 p.m. please arrive in good 
time to enable safe distanced entry and 

track and trace records to be taken 
Tickets £5 on the door 

 
Covid 19 restrictions in place.  Masks must be worn and social distancing strictly 
observed.  Regretfully refreshments will not be available. 

 
Friday 27th November 2020 

‘David Copperfield’ 
Adapted from the classic novel by Charles Dickens, THE PERSONAL HISTORY OF 
DAVID COPPERFIELD brings to life one of the author's most cherished characters.  
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QUEEN CAMEL MEMORIAL HALL 200 Club 
 

 
October 2020 Prizes 

 
First Prize:- £30  Ian Saunders – No. 140 

Second prize:-  £25 Jeremy Howard – No. 57 
Third Prize:- £20  Julia Faulkner– No. 88 

Fourth Prize:- £15  Simon & Penny Thornewill– No. 134 
Fifth Prize:- £10  Jo Burgess– No. 137 

 
A big thank you to all who have joined the 200 Club. 

It’s still not too late to join to try to win the Christmas Bonanza!! 
Ring Liz Jardine for a form 850074. 

 
* * * * * * * * * 

 
 

QUEEN CAMEL MEMORIAL HALL 

 Thursday 12TH NOVEMBER @7.30pm 
in the main hall 

           Do come and meet the committee and have your say! 
       Perhaps you may like to join the committee? 

Due to Covid restrictions please let Liz Jardine (850074) know if you would 
like to attend. 

You would be most welcome. 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

 
WEATHER RECORDS FROM MEAD FARM, DOWNHEAD 

AUGUST 2020 
Maximum temperature: 34 C (94 F) on the 12th 
Minimum temperature: 5.5 C (42 F) on the 4th 
Grass level minimum: 4.1 C (40 F) on the 4th 

Total rainfall: 107.3 mm (4.22 ins.) 
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FLOOD PREVENTION PLANS 

 
With the leaves turning and shorter days now is the time for those living in properties 
prone to flooding to consider and prepare for that possibility. Whilst we have been 
fortunate not to suffer the effects of the river bursting its banks in the last few years and 
the road through the village closed, the probability of it happening increases. 
 
The Village Flood Committee have comprehensive plans in place and are vigilant in 
reviewing these, but householders at risk should act now to review their plans, measures 
and equipment. The sound of water running through the roads and lanes or lapping at the 
front door is a little late to think of where the gate/door barriers are, are they in working 
order, where are the sandbags located or should they have been installed yesterday and if 
you have a sump pump does it work or need servicing?  It may be possible to install 
equipment now, such as on patio doors which are not in regular use – using another 
entrance/exit to the property may be a small price to pay rather than a last minute rush to 
try and install barriers etc and once up why not leave them in place throughout the winter 
months?  
 
Despite the impact of Covid the Environment Agency are continuing their planned river 
maintenance programme which should ensure the river remains free flowing but heavy 
rains will always cause a rise in water levels and when this is persistent the risk of 
flooding will always remain.  
 
Much information can be found, with appropriate links, on the Queen Camel Parish 
Council website – under Flood Committee.  A handy quick reference, if concerned about 
the river level and what is happening with a simple coloured gauge which is in “real time” 
is to look at: 
https://riverlevels.uk/river-cam-sparkford-weston-bampfylde 
Should you have any questions regarding the Flood Committee then please contact the 
Chairman: Martin Lilley (martinrlilley@yahoo.co.uk) or Vice Chairman: Gary Linscott.  
 

 
 

RAINBOWSMILE CARE 
 

Carer with 20 years experience.  Friendly and discreet,   DBS, insurance and references 
available.   

Registered on South Somerset micro Provider directory. 
Offering, but not limited to:  personal care, meal preparation, housekeeping, trips, 

companionship, respite, sitting service, night sits and return from hospital care. 
Phone Kara on 07944 879437 
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Open Pathway Retreat Centre 

Charity 800412 ~ Tel: 01935 850255 email: 
findyourway@openpathwaycentre.org 

 

 
 

Multi Faith and Seekers Meditation Classes 
Mondays 11.15-12.30 Nov 2nd – Nov 30th £50 

 
Bones for Life and Yoga Day 

Saturday 28th November £70 including lunch and 
refreshments for a deeply nurturing day 

 
Bones for Life Classes 
Tuesdays 9.30-11.00am. £10.50 per class. Sore, stiff and 
aching? Or just want to free up your spine and joints and enjoy 
moving?  
 
Yoga & Relaxation Classes 
Monday 6-7.30pm and Friday 9.30-11am. £6.50 per class. 
 
Retreat days for a break before Christmas ~ £15 to include 

lunch and refreshments and Relaxation class 
 
Individual appointments for Energy Therapy for people and 
animals, Progressive Counselling/Coaching and Meditation. 

Retreats, Self-Catering and f/b + b/b accommodation 
We’d love to see you ~ give us a call 

Christy, Daniel Francis and Fiananda 
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Carey B Antiques & Restoration 
4a, Church Street, 

Ilchester BA22 8LW 
 

Tel: 01935 841071 
Mob: 07791 894937 

 
e-mail: info@antiquerestoration.co.uk 

 
Antiques & collectables. 

 
ALL kinds of antique &  

contemporary restoration 
 work undertaken, with free estimates. 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 2020 

 
1st  All Soul’s Day  
 Readings: Revelation 7.9-end, 1 John 3.1-3, Matthew 5.1-12, Psalm 34.1-10 
  9.30 am  Holy Communion at Sparkford 
  9.30 am All Age Service at Queen Camel 
  6.30 pm All Souls Service at Queen Camel 
 
8th  Remembrance Sunday 
 Readings: Wisdom of Solomon 6.12-16, 1 Thess 4.13-end, Matt 25.1-13, Psalm 70 
  10.55 am Remembrance Service at Queen Camel 
  10.55 am Remembrance Service at West Camel 
  10.55 am Remembrance Service at Sparkford 
  10.55 am Remembrance Service at Sutton Montis 
  10.55 am Remembrance Service at Corton Denham 
  10.55am Remembrance Service at Weston Bampfylde  
 
15th 2nd Before Advent 
 Readings: Zephaniah 1.7, 12-end, 1 Thess 5.1-11, Matthew 25.14-30, Psalm 90.1-8 
  9.30 am Holy Communion at Corton Denham  
  11.15 am Informal Service at Sutton Montis 
 
22nd Sunday next before Advent 
 Readings: Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24, Ephesians 1.15-end, Matthew 25.31-end, Psalm 95.1-7 
  9.30 am Holy Communion at Weston Bampfylde 
  9.30 am Matins at West Camel  
 
Nov 29th 10.00 am Advent Benefice Service at Queen Camel 
    6.00 pm United Service at West Camel 

 
* * * * * * * * * 

 
FROM THE REGISTERS 

 
Baptisms 
27.9.2020  Harrison Elsworth at West Camel 
 
Funerals 
23.10.2020  Elizabeth Clapp at Yeovil Crematorium 
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QUEEN CAMEL TENNIS CLUB 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE CLUB’S 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

WILL TAKE PLACE ON 
 

                              THURSDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2020  
                     at 7.30 pm 

 

IN THE QUEEN CAMEL MEMORIAL HALL. 
 

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO ATTEND BUT ONLY MEMBERS ARE 
 ELIGIBLE TO VOTE. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Social distancing measures will be in force and face masks must be 

worn.  Anyone wishing to attend the AGM is kindly asked to let Morwenna Ford 
know by Wednesday 18th November on 01935 850 300. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

QUEEN CAMEL TENNIS CLUB 
 

The finals of the Club Tournament were held on Sunday 18 October.  Playing conditions 
were ideal with little wind or bright sunshine and an encouraging number of club members 
and their families attended to watch three well contested matches. 
 
The Men’s final was between Jack Marsh and Peter Langrick (QC) and although the 
scores suggest it was a one-sided match, the opposite was the case.  Both players served, 
volleyed and raced around the court with speed and boundless energy with Jack finally 
winning 6-0, 6-2. 
 
The Ladies’ final was an extremely well-matched affair between Sharon Scarlett & 
Pauline Lewis (QC) and Louise Albrich & Marian Davis (QC).  Louise and Marian 
eventually won but only after two very hard-fought sets and some wonderful rallies and 
shot making, the final score being 6-3, 7-5. 
 
The Mixed final proved to be a most exciting and exhausting match for players and 
spectators alike!  Ali Harrington & Jack Marsh were drawn against Louise Albrich & Peter 
Scarlett and there was very little between the two sides.  They enjoyed some excellent 
games with brilliant serving, excellent rallies, innovative shot making and much racing 
around the court.  Level at one set all, a Championship Tiebreak followed with Ali and 
Jack finally winning 7-6, 3-6, 10 -4. 
 
As always at QCTC, an excellent tea was served and all of this was managed with social 
distancing! 
The following photograph shows the winners with, from left to right: Ali Harrington, Jack 
Marsh, Marian Davis and Louise Albrich. 
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* * * * * * * * * 
 

COUNTESS GYTHA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Dear Neighbours. 
It has been wonderful to have every child from the Countess Gytha community back into 
school and participating in as many ‘normal event’ as possible this half term.  Some of our 
children hadn’t been back to school since March, and that is a long time to be away from 
the structures and routines of school.  We are very proud of the how they have adapted to 
being back in the structured learning routine. 
We have started to include some wonderful enrichment activities 
for the children.  King Arthur and Excalibur classes have worked 
with Artist Mark Plumbley each fortnight.  They have also worked 
hard to produce a wonderful (and top secret) entry into the Yeovil 
Poppy Display Rotary competition. 
Applications for all parents with a child starting school in September 2021 have now gone 
live and we would be delighted to take you on a tour of the school.  Please contact the 
school office if you would like to visit.  We’d love to welcome your child into our school 
community and applications are now all online through the following link 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/apply-to-start-school/ 

 
On Friday 10th October each child at Countess Gytha was awash 
with a splash of Yellow as they participated in Hello Yellow day.  
A fabulous national day which champions good mental health in 
children.  The children spent the day focussing on their mental 
health and enjoyed the company of a variety of animals and 
drumming workshops with African drums. 

We are live on Twitter!  Please do follow us for more up to date information about our 
school   @GythaPrimary 
With all best wishes. 
Luke Talmage and Lisa Thompson, Head Teacher, staff and children of Countess Gytha 
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October 2020 
Renovations of the square have now been carried out ready for 
the 2021 season. 

 
We have entered a new senior team in the Somerset Saturday 
League (MSL). 
We are now looking for new players to join to help build a squad 

of players to sustain an 18-game season running from May to August. Please contact us 
via our email below or if you know some of our local team members please let them 
know you are interested (anyone from age 14 and above can play).   
 

 150th Anniversary 2021 
The club will celebrate is 150th Anniversary in 2021. 
A Cricket festival week is being planned from Sunday May 30th to Sunday June 6th. 
We have made contact with, and are now hoping to arrange a fixture with the MCC. 
We also have a fixture planned v the Somerset CC over 50’s. 
Did you use to play for Queen Camel? We would love to hear from any former team 
members.  More details to follow. 
 

Vice-Presidents 
 
The continuation and future success of the Queen Camel Cricket Club depends upon the 
contributions of many individuals and also the goodwill and active support of both the 
local community and others who love cricket and village cricket in particular. Individuals 
can support the Club by becoming Vice Presidents. Maintaining, and hopefully 
increasing, the number of the Club’s Vice Presidents year on year is an important 
indicator of the continuing goodwill and support of the local and cricketing communities. 
Becoming a Vice President in itself makes a valuable contribution to the Club. Although a 
modest annual financial contribution is important, other forms of contribution such as 
attending and supporting the Club during matches, providing professional and other 
advice, undertaking particular tasks necessary to the running of the Club and simply 
supporting the Club within the local and cricketing communities are equally important. 
The obligations placed upon Vice Presidents are minimal but the opportunities for some 
Vice Presidents to become more involved are unlimited.  
If you would like to make a donation and become a Vice President, please contact via 
our email below. 

Want to be involved? Ways support your Cricket team 

QCCC are always looking for new members of the community to join the club, see 
below for details on how you can be part of a fantastic village cricket team. 
Do you shop online? Do it through easyfundraising.org.uk and raise a free donation 
for Queen Camel Cricket Club every time you shop! 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/queencamelcc/ 
 
Visit our website for Club Contact Details  http://queencamel.play-
cricket.com/     

Club Email: queencamelcc@hotmail.com 
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   CAMELS’ EYE 
 
Cities have been around for ten thousand years but the 
appeal of country living has never disappeared.   The 
greatest poet of the greatest city in the ancient world was 
less interested in Rome than in country matters, and 

today’s rock stars are often tomorrow’s farmers, landowners and observers of country life.   
With lockdown apparently here to stay the appeal of green fields and open spaces has 
become almost irresistible to city dwellers who can work from home.   No wonder local 
estate agents are so busy. 
 

Pretty as a picture 
The countryside portrayed in landscape painting and luscious TV programmes looks like a 
peaceful and picturesque leisure park laid out to gratify our senses, and the repurposing of 
functional footpaths as recreational trails has reinforced this impression. And it is all free 
of charge.  But things are not always quite as they seem: fields and meadows are not 
public property but private business premises, and peace and quiet can be hard to find with 
church clocks chiming all night, cocks crowing from first light, tractors and trailers 
hurtling along the lanes, the clatter of helicopters, mess on the roads, the smell of slurry in 
the air, and of course the traffic.  
 

An everyday story of country folk 
In any case we are social creatures and there is more to life than tranquillity and pretty 
scenery.   Urban centres are lively and exciting but they are also impersonal, and it seems 
that many city dwellers yearn for a more contained and cohesive kind of community.  The 
popularity of The Archers - the world’s longest running drama - reflects an ideal of village 
life centred round the pub, the church, the shop and the village hall, where differences are 
personal but everyone looks out for one another.  The reality is rather different, and in the 
Camels as elsewhere society has been atomised by TV, cars and secularism.   For the most 
part what binds us together is shared individual interests and networks of personal 
friendship, not any overarching sense of togetherness.   There is something truly 
communal about parents or grandparents gathering around the school gate but otherwise it 
takes an extraordinary event like a royal jubilee or catastrophic flood to create a real if 
temporary sense of community. 
 

Let a thousand flowers bloom 
Perhaps this disjunction between the ideal and the reality helps explain why our 
differences can be so divisive.  As individuals we naturally have our own views about 
local matters like planning applications, recreational facilities, community projects, traffic 
on the A303, and when we find that others share our views we can easily believe that we 
represent ‘the village’.   Yet there are some 1500 souls in the Camels and many of them 
may see ‘the village’ and the common interest rather differently.   We all want what is 
right for our communities so it should be possible to be righteous without getting self-
righteous – we can always agree to disagree.  Vive la différence!                                 PPC 
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ST BARNABAS CHURCH NEWS : NOVEMBER 2020 
 

COMING UP  . . . 
All Age Service: Sunday 1st November at 9.30 am – our monthly service for families 
and children as well as our usual congregation.  Julie Ebsworth will be leading the service 
which will include something for everyone, young and old alike.  Please can you let 
Morwenna (850 300) know if you will be attending as social distancing has to be followed.  
Face masks, too, will need to be worn. 
 
All Souls Service:  Sunday 1st November at 6.30 pm – an opportunity to say thank you 
for those we have loved and known but see no longer.  Can you also please let Morwenna 
(850 300) know if you will be attending (for social distancing purposes) and, at the same 
time, let her know if you would like a loved one remembered in the service.  A face mask 
is also required to be worn. 
 
Remembrance Sunday:  8th November at 10.55 am.  A service to remember and honour 
those who sacrificed themselves to secure and protect our freedom.   Because of social 
distancing requirements within the church, we propose holding the service outside so that 
everyone can be included.  Please dress appropriately and, again, please could you let 
Morwenna or Paul (850 139) know if you will be attending so that we can ensure everyone 
can be included whilst maintaining social distancing. 
 
Bumps, Tots and Toddlers will resume meeting weekly in church from 10.00 am – 12 
noon starting after half term on Wednesday 4th November.  Social distancing measures 
will be in force and face masks will be required to be worn by parents and helpers.  
Various activities are on hand for the toddlers.  Everyone is asked to bring their own 
refreshments and there is a nominal charge of £2 per family. 
 
In the absence of our traditional Christmas Fayre, orders are still being taken for the 
items in our Christmas Catalogue which was sent out with the October magazine.  Orders 
for Christmas Cakes should be placed with Marian Davis (850 139) by 29th  October and 
for all other items with Morwenna Ford (850 300) by the 13th November.  All ordered 
items will be available for collection (or delivery) on Saturday  28th November from the 
entrance of the Memorial Hall when payment is kindly requested.  Every customer will be 
advised beforehand when they can collect their order. 
 

       
 
 

 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Magazine Editor:  Mrs Vanla Oxley, Queen Camel House, High St., Queen Camel,  BA22 7NF 
          Tel: 01935 850269; Email: oxley.queencamel@gmail.com 

 
13 



 

FROM OUR VILLAGE AGENT 

We have some exciting service news for you! We have joined our Carers Agent and 
Village Agent teams  so ALL 55 + agents can now support unpaid Carers in Somerset!  

The Covid-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdown resulted in CCS Agents changing their 
approach to be ‘whole population ’ focused. This was important for families as it now 
meant there was one point of contact within the CCS team and no need to repeat 
themselves to explain their situation.  The model worked brilliantly, and as a result CCS 
Agents have supported over 7,000 Carers since the end of March 2020, clearly 
demonstrating that the One Family - One Agent approach was working to reach more 
unpaid Carers than ever. 

CCS is delighted to announce that from September, all Carers Agents will become Village 
Agents and all existing Village Agents are ready to support unpaid Carers in Somerset. 
Nothing has changed other than having a lot more people available to support the unpaid 
Carer in Somerset.  You may not even recognise yourself as a Carer as you may look after 
someone infrequently, or informally, but we are here to help you whether you care for 
your spouse, child, friend or relative.  

To have a chat about how we can support you in your caring role, call 0800 31 68 600, 
text ‘Carer’ to 78070 or visit the dedicated Carers website www.somersetcarers.org 
 
Rehome a Phone!   Do you have an unused smartphone lying around? 
By donating an unused phone to us, YOU can help reduce loneliness and isolation for a 
person in Somerset.   
We will : refurbish the phone, remove any personal data, provide the new owner with a 
SIM card, support them to use the phone with video tutorials and install apps that will help 
them to keep in touch with their loved ones 
To donate, please contact our Village Agent Ellie Bishop on email: 
ellieb@somersetrcc.org.uk or call her on 07985 748910 
 
Talking Cafes Online 
 
We are still unable to bring Talking Cafes back to physical venues and we miss all our 
clients so much! However we are still live streaming every day at 11am on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/talkingcafesomerset/ and have recently celebrated our 100th 
broadcast!  
 
If you are not on Facebook you can now watch previous Talking Cafes on YouTube here:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5goIPHD91Ie4VDI5NMJdrQ  
 
Recent Talking Cafes covered Art Therapy, Coping with Grief and changes to our 
Somerset Waste recycling schemes!  
 
You can comment on the YouTube videos if you have any questions and someone will get 
in touch with an answer. We hope you enjoy them, let us know what you think!  

 

http://www.somersetcarers.org/
mailto:ellieb@somersetrcc.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/talkingcafesomerset/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5goIPHD91Ie4VDI5NMJdrQ
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 B P Plumbing  

 Tel: 07811 441 073  

 Ben Perkins  

   Queen Camel 

Complete bathroom and shower Installations 

Central heating repairs 

No job too small 

 
 
 
 

Chimney sweep and 
vacuum 

clean and friendly 
service 

covering all local 
and surrounding areas 

For more details please call Daren on 01935 850913 
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