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Grants and Donations – A guide for applicants 
 

1. Introduction 

Queen Camel Parish Council has a proud history of supporting village organisations and projects with grants 
and donations paid from the parish precept. Since a solar farm was built in the parish an additional fund has 
accumulated that is to be given in grants for the long-term benefit of the community. 

In 2021 a Community Benefit Fund Panel (the Panel) was established to provide an opportunity for 
members of the community to be included in the process of reviewing grant and donation applications and 
monitoring expenditure. The Panel passes its recommendations to the parish council who must review and 
vote to agree the expenditure before any payment can be made. 

The Panel consists of 5 members of the community and 2 parish councilors.  We recommend that you read 
their Terms of Reference. 

Grant applications 
When you submit a grant application the Panel will decide whether your project should be funded from 
the precept or from the solar farm fund. The latter is intended for projects that will deliver long term 
benefit. You will need to complete an application form. Please also review the checklist at Annex A. 
 
The Panel will invite you to the meeting at which your application will be discussed to present your case and 
answer questions. The more money requested, the more rigorously the application will be reviewed. 
 
Donation applications 
If you are asking for less than £250) it is termed a donation and will always be funded from the parish 
precept. There is a simple application form to complete. The Annex A checklist still applies. 

 
2. How much money is available? 
 
A parish council is not obliged to give any grants and donations and amounts will vary from year to year.  
 
2. 1  Grants funded and Donations funded from the precept 
 
It is unlikely that the affordable amount available for grants will exceed 20% of the annual precept. The amount 
available for donations is capped at £500. Individual grants are unlikely to exceed £2500 and a donation will not 
exceed £250.  
 
In addition, modest amounts may be directly donated by the parish council to national charities strongly 
supported by local people (Remembrance, a UK disaster appeal), or to local community activity or event. 
 
2.2 Grants from the solar farm fund 
Income from the solar farms is ring-fenced in the parish council reserve. Grants can be for any amount with 
a ceiling of £10,000 each year for a single organisation.   
 
The parish council may itself apply for a solar farm funded grant where there is a need to deliver projects 
that have no other organisation involved, or if the parish council is working in partnership with an 
organisation. For example to deliver benefit requested by the community under the Neighbourhood Plan.    
 

http://www.queencamelpc.org.uk/
https://queencamelpc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2022-01-Terms-of-Reference-QCPC-Community-Benefit-Fund-Panel-v2.pdf
https://queencamelpc.org.uk/grants/
https://queencamelpc.org.uk/grants/
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Funds are provided under a Deed of Benefit that says the money must be used for: 
 
charitable, educational, environmental, amenity or other purposes within the areas of the Community. 
Wherever possible, the Payment shall be applied towards the promotion of sustainable energy and uses. For 
the avoidance of doubt, the Payment shall not be used for political, religious, entertainment or hospitality 
purposes, or for any purpose adverse to the Operator’s interest in the scheme.” 

 
3. When should we apply / when is money paid? 
 
We recommend applying for amounts of £2500 or under (or grants for recreational facilities) by 31st 
October each year to fit with the parish council budgeting timetable. If your grant application is successful 
funds can be made available at the start of the new financial year the following April. It’s possible, but not 
guaranteed, that grant money from precept will be available at other times.  
 
Applications for Donations can be made at any time, but once all the money for the year has been used no 
more can be accepted. You should allow up to 2 months to hear the decision and payments can then be 
made promptly. Donation requests for the following year can be accepted from January. 
 
Applications paid from the solar farm community benefit fund can be made at any time, but should be 
timed to arrive at least 3 weeks before the advertised date of a Panel meeting. You should anticipate a 
period of about 4 months between sending in your application and receiving funds. 
 
If you are not sure when to send an application, the parish clerk can advise. 
 

4. Application results 
 
If you are unsuccessful: You will be told why and given feedback on your application. 
 
If you are successful: You should expect: 
 

 To comply with any financial management conditions and safeguards deemed appropriate to the 
project. For example, stage payments or purchase of items by the parish council to be donated. 

 The Panel to monitor the project. This may include you supplying an update statement every six 
months (or at the end of a project) as well as the opportunity for Panel members to visit if 
appropriate. 

 To publicise the source of the funding in any press releases, online communications, website and so 
on (in accordance with advice provided). 

 To provide photographs and updates about the project for the Queen Camel parish council website 
(and to inform the solar farm funder) when requested. 
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Annex A 
Grants and Donations application checklist 

 

Part A - You must be able to say YES to all of the following: 
 
1. We are an organization established for charitable, benevolent, social, cultural, recreational or philanthropic 

purposes (or we are about to become one). 
2. We are located in the parish of Queen Camel OR, our project is beneficial to a significant number of 

residents within Queen Camel. 
3. If we are a national organisation there is a local Queen Camel group. 
4.  There will be a direct benefit to our users. 
5. We do not discriminate on race, religion, age, gender, disability or other minority characteristics. 
6. We can demonstrate that our organization is properly managed and responsibly run. 
7. We will ring-fence any grant or donation for the purpose agreed and will provide an account of 

expenditure to the parish council, including copy invoices if requested. 
8. We have a bank account that requires two signatories 
9. We can spend any grant before 31 March of the year following the year of the award. 
10. We accept that the entire cost of a project may not be available, and are willing to contribute to the project 

through our own fundraising activities. 
11. We accept that the parish council may choose to purchase, and then donate items, so that VAT can be 

recovered. We will assist by providing 3 quotes for the parish council to choose from. 
 

Part B - You must be able to say NO to all of the following: 
 

1. We are a political organisation. 
2. Only one individual will benefit. 
3. The grant is to improve privately owned land or property. 
4. We operate as a business. 
5. We have access to funds for this project from a parent national body. 
6. Grant money would be used to boost our reserves, for office costs, marketing and publicity, rent, salaries 

or other expenditure that does not directly benefit our users.  
7. We have already spent the money we are asking for. 
8. Our project will be complete by the time the grant is made. 
9. A government body already has a statutory responsibility for funding our project. 
10. Our project includes overseas travel or operations. 
11. Our project has already received funding from Queen Camel Parish Council this financial year. 

 

Part C - You may be asked to provide: 
 
1. A copy of your written constitution, or set of rules. 
2. A copy of your latest, independently audited, annual accounts and a recent bank statement. Draft accounts or 

a budget that will provide an up-to-date picture of your finances may be requested. 
3. Evidence that local people support the project and will be involved in carrying it out. 
4. Evidence that the project will make the local community a better place in which to live, work or visit. 
5. An estimate of the number and characteristics of the people who will benefit. 
6. Information about any similar applications you have in progress with other funders. 


